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2015/16 Season {at a glance}

In addition to regular visits 
to Duncan and Qualicum, 
the Victoria Symphony went 

on tour for the first time 
in decades: we played 

in Quebec City, 
Vancouver, 

Toronto and 
Ottawa.

14,000 CHILDREN 
EXPERIENCED CLASSICAL 

MUSIC WITH THE VS

OVER $2.1 MILLION RAISED 
THROUGH DONATIONS AND 
FUNDRAISING

INCREASE IN TICKET SALES OVER 2014/15 SEASON
ADMIT ONE$258,145 

138,242
THE VICTORIA SYMPHONY PERFORMED OVER 100 TIMES TO 138,242 PEOPLE

THE VS OFFERED 
22%

MORE EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS 

Superstar cellist 
Yo-Yo Ma joined 

the VS onstage for a 
spectacular concert.

sold-out 
performances9

Ottawa
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THE VICTORIA SYMPHONY PERFORMED OVER 100 TIMES TO 138,242 PEOPLE

A c k n o w l e d g i n g  o u r  h i s t o r y
For the past 75 years, audiences have discovered the 
exhilaration of a shared musical experience and witnessed 
unique beauty unfold on stage as hundreds of musicians have 
performed with passion and pride. With over 3,000 Concerts, 
1,400 Guest Artists and Conductors and 9 Music Directors, 
the VS has become one of the premier orchestras in Canada. 
This celebratory 75th Anniversary Season was designed to be a 
salute to our history and a look forward into the bright future 
of our continually evolving organization. 

The 75th Anniversary season began with a nod to the past as 
the VS shared the stage with the Naden Band. In the early 
1940s, 23 of the 45 members of the early Victoria Symphony 
were also member of the Naden Band- It was only fitting that 
the two reunite to kick off this triumphant season!

As the season continued, the VS invited youth from the 
Greater Victoria Youth Orchestra onstage to perform 
Mussorgsky. Local talent was featured, including popular 
local solosits Richard Margison, Lorraine Min, Gary Karr, 
continuing the longstanding VS tradition of celebrating the 
rich diversity of talent found within the community.

These special performances showcased the evolving artistic 
excellence of the VS and epitomized the 75th Anniversary 
tagline- we’re just getting warmed up.

To u r i n g
For the first time in our 75 year history, the Victoria 
Symphony embarked on a tour of Ontario and Quebec. 
Sponsored by Wayne Strandlund and Fisgard Capital 
Corporation, this 10-day journey allowed the nation to 
hear the “greater levels of musicianship” (Globe and Mail) 
achieved under Music Director Tania Miller’s tenure. Joined 
by pianist Stewart Goodyear, the VS performed in Duncan, 
Quebec City, Toronto, Ottawa and Vancouver before a 
triumphant return home.  Audiences were in awe of the 
“verve and passion and volcanic energy” (Ottawa Citizen) of 
the orchestra, and leapt to their feet in a standing ovation at 
each city.

The performance in Toronto was a particular triumph. As 
Tania Miller wrote in the Times Colonist, “the orchestra 
performed the most beautiful Copland Appalachian Spring 
I’ve heard them play, and crowned it all with a truly 
triumphant Stravinsky Firebird Suite. The audience roared 
and screamed (well, some of them were from Victoria, it is 
true) and rose to their feet for our Victoria Symphony. It was 
an experience that we will always remember and be proud of.”

The tour proved to the country that the Victoria Symphony is 
a rich and extraordinarily talented organization, and can hold 
its own in the best theatres across the country.

{season} highlights
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R e n o w n e d  c o l l a b o r a t o r s
The 75th season saw many phenomenal collaborations, 
beloved conductor Brian Jackson led a concert, violinist 
James Ehnes played Lalo, first-time guest Monica Huggett led 
the Four Seasons, and pianist Angela Cheng completed the 
incredible feat of playing all five Beethoven Piano Concerti in 
one weekend. In addition to these wonderful performances, 
two very special concerts stood out above the rest: Yo-Yo Ma
joined the VS to perform Dvořák’s Cello Concerto and 
former VS Principal Guest Conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin 
led a concert of Tchaikovsky and Bruckner.

The first of the two special anniversary concerts brought 
world-renowned cellist Yo-Yo Ma to the Royal Theatre stage.  
The incredible musicians of the VS rose to meet Mr. Ma’s 
artistry in the performance of Dvořák’s passionate Cello 
Concerto. The sold-out evening performance provided 
yet another example of the VS playing world-class music 
alongside incomparable soloists that would be fit for the 
greatest concert halls in the world.

The second exceptionally exciting special performance of the 
season featured the return of beloved former VS Principal 
Guest Conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin. Since the end of 
his four-year tenure with the VS in 2007, Nézet-Séguin 
has gone on to lead both the Rotterdam Philharmonic and 
the Philadelphia Orchestra. His electric energy seduced the 
orchestra and audience alike in an outstanding performance 
of Tchaikovsky’s Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture and 
Bruckner’s Symphony No. 4. Nézet-Séguin has recently been 
announced as the new Music Director of the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York.

C o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t
As public funding initiatives turn towards events that engage 
the community, the VS continues to grow our education and 
outreach programs. Our various education programs reach 
100% capacity, with more musicians engaging throughout the 
community than ever before. This season, the VS introduced 
Take Note, a program designed to assist teachers bringing 
students to our education concerts. VS Principal Trumpet 

{season} highlights
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OPERATING REVENUE
The Victoria Symphony Society has been 
consistently deficit-free.
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ENDOWMENT ASSETS
The Victoria Symphony Foundation endowment has nearly doubled in five years.

{five year} financial 
summary

REVENUE
The Victoria Symphony 
Society has increased its self-
generated revenue to 76% in 
the 2016 fiscal year.
in $millions
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SELF-GENERATED REVENUE
The Victoria Symphony Society has increased its 
fundraising to offset earned revenue.
in $millions

player Ryan Cole visited classrooms 
to introduce children to some of what 
they would hear at the concert, giving 
them a more relevant and engaging 
concert experience.

As always, the Symphony in 
the Summer season culminated 
with our flagship event, Victoria 
Symphony Splash. The 26th annual 
Splash featured two young soloists: 
accordionist Rebecca Bracewell 
and trumpet player Ben Parker. 
Symphony Splash has the largest 
community engagement of any 
performing arts event in Canada and 
remains a point of pride for the VS.
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President’s {report}
2015/16 has been a spectacular year for the Victoria 
Symphony. Never can I remember such an incredible 
year.

We had concerts of substantial character and 
brilliance—concerts where we filled the stage with a 
great many players. These were concerts that, in the 
past, we would never have attempted to perform but 
they were done well and received by very appreciative 
and enthusiastic audiences. Once again our beloved 
Tania led this orchestra to a new high and Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin topped everything off like a candle on a 
cake. 

Probably the highlight of the year for me personally 
was attending the Ottawa concert in our National 
Arts Centre on our 75th Anniversary Tour. For me, 
knowing that our Victoria Symphony orchestra was 
recognized and honoured on that stage was a stamp of 
great accomplishment for all of us. Indeed, the 75th 

Anniversary Tour welded that orchestra together as 
no other particular experience could and I was proud 
to be there with them. On top of all that, we had a 
year of substantial economic success—another item of 
pride.

I must take this opportunity to thank all of our 
sponsors and donors who have contributed in such a 
major way to the cultural life of Victoria. A personal 
thank you to my Board and, in particular, to my 
Executive—you have worked hard and supported our 
efforts in an affirming manner.  Supporting all of this 
lies an appreciation for our staff and our musicians in 
their undying efforts to create a better musical scene 
for our community. 

I look forward to another good year in 2016/17. 

Brian Butler
President, Board of Directors

15/16 {board of directors}
Brian Butler, President

Grant Ackerman
April-Dawn Best

Dallas Chapple
Wendy Clay

Ethne Cullen
Joan Hesketh

Jim Hesser
Alan Hollingworth

Patricia Lortie
Margot Northey
Michael Oswald
Christine Prince

Valerie Raymond
Terry Scandrett

Michael Warren
Moses Watson
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CEO & Executive Director’s 
{report}

15/16 {administration staff }
Kathryn Laurin, CEO & Executive Director

Mitchell Krieger, Executive Director (through June, 
2016)

Russell Bajer, Librarian

Karen Batchelor, Senior Development Officer

Cheryl Berg, Box Office Representative

Rachael Blaseckie, Executive Coordinator

Peter Burris, Orchestra Manager

Ronald Comber, Assistant Librarian

Sandy Grayson, Community Relations Coordinator

Tess Hann, Development Coordinator

Sarah Head, Marketing and Splash Coordinator

Molly Patton, Marketing Coordinator

Elizabeth Skillings, Director of Finance

Jill Smillie, Director of Marketing

Lorraine Tanner, Director of Development

Alanna Tynan, Planned Giving Coordinator

This has been an extraordinary year for the Victoria 
Symphony as we celebrated the organization’s 75th 
anniversary and showcased some of the finest talent in 
the world while continuing to raise our level of artistic 
excellence and achieve a surplus to our bottom line. 
Tania Miller, Mitchell Krieger (our previous Executive 
Director), and our Board of Directors chose to think 
big and bold in presenting this season’s programs 
and in supporting the orchestra as it embarked on 
a national tour that garnered critical acclaim and 
standing ovations at prestigious venues across the 
country. We have firmly planted our presence on the 
national stage. Acknowledgements must go to our 
remarkable musicians, the staff, donors and patrons, 
and funders for their unwavering support in ensuring 
the incredible success of this milestone anniversary. 

International artists graced the stage at the Royal 
Theatre in support of our celebrations including 
Canadian conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin, the newly 
appointed Music Director of the Metropolitan Opera, 
and the astounding Yo-Yo Ma who mesmerized 
the audience with his unprecedented musicianship, 
communication and artistry. And our community 
outreach continued to expand and impress with 
the huge success of the Victory Symphony’s 26th 
Splash that attracted 45,000 attendees this year and 
featured two talented young soloists. Our Education 

Outreach program continued to grow reaching over 
13,000 students through Masterclasses, Education 
Concerts, Music in Schools, Take Note and other 
outreach programs. Our desire to position the 
Victoria Symphony as relevant and meaningful to our 
community is reflected in all of these activities which 
engaged over 135,000 people this past year.

The Board of Directors and administration also 
worked tirelessly at refining the organization’s strategic 
directions to ensure that we fulfill our commitment 
to a strong financial plan for sustainability, building 
a diversified audience, raising artistic standards and 
extending our reach into the community.

The events of this 75th anniversary season have forever 
changed us, the musical highlights imbedded in our 
memories for years to come. We aspired to achieve 
outstanding artistic excellence and financial success, 
and through the efforts and generosity of many we hit 
the mark on both accounts. We look forward to the 
next 75 years of contributing to the cultural vibrancy 
of Victoria and the region with our endeavours to 
enrich lives through extraordinary music.

Kathryn Laurin
CEO & Executive Director
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THE VICTORIA SYMPHONY IS SO UNIFIED NOW, 
SO FOCUSED INTO ONE LIVING AND BREATHING 
MUSICAL ENTITY THAT IT ALMOST FEELS EASY TO 
PERFORM BRILLIANTLY.

Times Colonist
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Treasurer’s {report}
The Executive and Finance Committee of the VSS 
Board of Directors is responsible for monitoring 
the finances and financial planning of the VSS and 
regularly reviews its financial and administrative 
systems and controls. 

During the year ended May 31, 2016 the Committee 
met with VSS management 8 times to discuss its 
financial results compared to our 2016 budget and the 
previous year’s results. At three meetings we discussed 
management’s proposed budget for 2016/17 before 
they presented it to the Board for approval. Before the 
auditors finalized their audit, I spoke with them about 
any issues they had discovered during their audit of 

which the Board should be aware. I was assured there 
were none. 

The VSS ended the 2016 fiscal year with an excess of 
revenues over expenditures of $40,298. This positive 
result was achieved through strong revenues from 
subscriptions, donations, the once in a lifetime Yo-Yo 
Ma concert as well as our very successful cross-Canada 
tour. Once again, management did an exceptional job 
of managing our costs most of which were less than 
expected.
 
Terry Scandrett
Treasurer, Board of Directors

Year Ended
May 31, 2016

$

Year Ended
May 31, 2015

$
Revenues:

Earned 2,120,812 1,695,661
Donations and fundraising 2,111,767 2,187,130
Government grants 1,312,058 1,230,127

5,544,637 5,112,918
Expenditures:

Artistic 2,744,161 2,634,050
Production 774,129 584,525
Marketing 388,654 368,086
Box office 153,183 132,320
Development and fundraising 258,529 302,378
Administration 998,825 968,019
Contribution to the Victoria Symphony Foundation 186,858 109,959

5,504,339 5,099,337
Excess of revenues over expenditures: 40,298 13,581

For the complete audited financials, please visit http://victoriasymphony.ca/about-us/financial-statements/

{ statement} of operations
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Victoria Symphony Foundation {report}
The Victoria Symphony Foundation (VSF) was 
incorporated under the BC Societies Act in 1958 to 
provide long term support to the Victoria Symphony 
Society (VSS) in the advancement of orchestral music. 
The VSF operates separately from the VSS as its own 
Society and is governed by a board of eight Directors. 
Funds invested by the VSF generate earnings in the 
form of income, dividends and capital gains that 
contribute to the funding of the VSS. 

Donations received by the VSS throughout each year 
as part of annual fundraising are used by the VSS to 
support ongoing operations. Contributions used to 
support the future operations of the VSS are received 
by the VSF and are invested by the VSF’s Portfolio 
Manager under the guidance of the Directors in 
accordance with the wishes of the individual donor.

Assets of, and contributions to the Foundation are 
allocated to either the Endowment and Restricted 
Fund or the Unrestricted Fund depending on 
the wishes of the donor. In addition to this year, 

the Endowment and Restricted Fund received 
$524,490 in matching funds from the Department 
of Canadian Heritage: Canada Cultural Investment 
Fund Endowment Incentives program to be held in 
perpetuity. The VSF hopes this highly supportive 
Federal Government program continues to help reach 
our 2019 goal of $12 million in endowment. 
This has been a busy year for the Directors of the VSF. 
Following an in-depth review process, in December 
2016, the VSF appointed the Vancouver Office of 
Jarislowsky Fraser Global Investment Management 
as the new investment portfolio manager. The VSF 
has also undertaken to update its Investment Policy 
Statement, By-Laws and develop a Gift Acceptance 
Policy. 

Thank you to all donors and supporters of the Victoria 
Symphony Foundation for helping our beloved 
Victoria Symphony reach new heights. 

Steve McKerrell
President, Victoria Symphony Foundation

{15/16} VSF Board of Directors
Trudi Brown, Secretary				  
Brian Butler (VSS President, ex officio)
Marsha Hanen					   
John Heraghty, Treasurer 			 

Steve McKerrell, President			 
Shelagh Rinald 
Terry Scandrett (VSS Treasurer, ex officio) 
Harry Swain (VSS Appointee)

Year Ended
May 31, 2016

$

Year Ended
May 31, 2015

$

Year Ended
May 31, 2014

$
Assets

Endowment and restricted 7,826,736 6,756,147 5,713,981
Unrestricted 21,609 849,675 1,339,571

7,826,736 7,605,822 7,053,552

For the complete audited financials, please visit http://victoriasymphony.ca/support-2/planned-giving/foundation-for-
the-victoria-symphony/foundation-financial-statements/

Foundation {assets}

13



Music Director’s {report}
Music has the power to transport us collectively 
into places and through expressive moments in a 
way that nothing else can. How is it possible to 
describe with words the impact and experience of the 
artistic journey that this orchestra made in its 75th 
anniversary season?  The answers were in the soaring 
horn and trumpet solos of Mahler Symphony No. 5, 
the mesmerized devotion to every nuance of Yo-Yo 
Ma, the joy and energy of reuniting with Yannick 
Nézet-Séguin, the spirit of community in sharing 
the stage with the Greater Victoria Youth Orchestra 
and other Victoria arts organizations, and the sheer 
pride and self-realization of greatness in the Victoria 
Symphony’s tour across Canada.  The joy was in 
sharing it with our devoted and cheering audience as 
we celebrated the beauty of music together, and its 
impact on our community was a special moment in 
the history of this orchestra. And the honor was in 
sharing the stage this season with so many brilliant 
solo artists including James Ehnes, Angela Cheng, 
Stewart Goodyear, Lorraine Min, Monica Huggett 
and so many others. 

It was particularly special to present a Beethoven 
Festival with the five piano concertos performed by 
Angela Cheng along with Symphony No. 1 and No. 3 
“Eroica” and supported, along with the tour and many 
other concerts, by our 75th anniversary season sponsor 
Wayne Strandlund and Fisgard Capital.  Victoria 
artists played an important and cherished role in this 
historical season:  Terry Tam, Brian Yoon, Christi 
Meyers, Richard Margison, Susan Platts, the renowned 
Gary Karr, Tori Lindsay, Corey Rae, and even past 
Principal Horn David Cooper were all a part of this 
celebration of Victoria and its artistic crown jewel, 
the Victoria Symphony. And in this special season, we 
remembered the importance of art of our time, and 
commissioned new premieres from Victoria composer 
Christopher Butterfield and our own composer-in-
residence Jared Miller. 

The 75th anniversary tour was an experience that none 
of us will ever forget. With the orchestra’s exceptional 

performances in Duncan, Quebec City, Toronto, 
Ottawa, Vancouver and Victoria, the Victoria 
Symphony brought pride and awareness about the 
orchestra’s talents, artistry, and ambition to a greater 
national public. The orchestra gained an elevated 
connection to its own community from the publicity 
and exposure of the orchestra through the tour as well 
as the presentation of such exciting artists and concerts 
at home. 

The season opened with a celebration of community 
with a gala concert featuring a collaboration with 
the Naden Band and the orchestra’s start in the 
community 75 years ago. We looked back through 
the orchestra’s history and celebrated its roots and 
development over the years. We finished the season 
with a joyous and celebratory coming together of 
community as we invited Victoria choirs and soloists 
to join with us in grand performances of Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 9.

Throughout the season, the orchestra cherished its 
support from so many citizens and organizations 
in the community who made this season possible 
through their financial support. Our relationships and 
ties to this community were heightened and reflected 
upon as we explored the history of the orchestra 
through to this 75th anniversary. 

In particular, the orchestra showed commitment and 
artistry throughout the season, elevating yet again 
their artistic qualities as an ensemble. It was a season 
packed with pride and accomplishment, but of all of 
the things to cherish, the most important was the men 
and women of the orchestra who realized the dreams 
of the season with impressive and heartfelt beauty, and 
who made this a historical season to remember always.

Tania Miller
Music Director
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“IN HER TENURE, WHICH HAS ONE 
MORE YEAR TO RUN, SHE HAS 
SUBSTANTIALLY IMPROVED THE 
QUALITY OF THE ORCHESTRA’S 
PLAYING.”

Globe and Mail
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Musicians’ {report}
The 2015/16 Season was an exciting and busy season 
for the VS musicians. During our 34 week Regular 
season, we performed 88 concerts of 41 unique 
programs. Our collaborations included productions 
with the Naden Band, Pacific Opera Victoria, Ballet 
Victoria, Alberta Ballet, the Victoria Choral Society, 
the Vox Humana Choir, the Greater Victoria Youth 
Orchestra, Cirque de la Symphonie, and the Victoria 
Philharmonic Choir. In addition to the regular season, 
the preceding Summer Season consisted of seven 
performances of five unique programs – all within a 
12-day period!

From the musician perspective, our 75th anniversary 
season was chock-full of highlights. A stand out was 
Yannick Nézet-Séguin’s return, conducting Bruckner’s 
Fourth Symphony. Yannick brings a joy and intensity 
that are impossible to resist. The energy on stage 
during the rehearsals and concert will certainly be 
remembered for many years. Similar experiences were 
delivered by David Danzmayr and Christian Kluxen, 
two talented conductors making debuts in Victoria.

Large orchestral works were a centerpiece of the 
celebratory season. One such work, Stravinsky’s 
Firebird, was the main feature of the VS’s tour of 
several Canadian music centres. Tania Miller was 
a great ambassador for Victoria and the VS and 
we were proud of the product we brought on the 
road. We were treated to receptions organized by 
our counterparts in Quebec City and Vancouver, 
and in each venue, members of the host orchestra 
came backstage to greet us. Our musicians were very 
interested to see how different acoustics would affect 
the orchestra’s sound and ability to hear one another 
across the stage. It turns out the orchestra sounds 
much better (and bigger) in the acoustic of other 

performance halls. This has certainly renewed the 
discussion of a performing arts centre that matches 
and enhances the caliber of our orchestra.

A new contract with the musicians was finalized 
during the course of the season that continued the 
steady growth trajectory that is crucial to be able to 
retain and attract the best possible talent. While it is 
easy to find stories of mismanagement and red ink in 
the news, that is not an accurate full picture. As the 
saying goes: if it bleeds it leads. There are many cases 
for optimism in North America. Kansas City has seen 
all-time records set for attendance with tremendous 
growth in the organization, Cleveland is reporting 
attendance records with budget surpluses, and Detroit 
and Atlanta – organizations that had been struggling 
in previous years – are seeing strong donations and 
financial stability.

Looking back, we are indebted and thankful to Tania 
Miller for her key role in the artistic growth of the 
orchestra. With the passing of the baton near on the 
horizon, and with the strong foundation being laid by 
our board and administration, the Victoria Symphony 
is poised for another era of growth, artistic expansion, 
and thus continuing to increase and improve our 
concert offerings to our community.

I’d like to close by thanking all of you who contribute 
to the well-being of the Victoria Symphony family; 
staff, board, volunteers and audience members, and we 
look forward in sharing another successful season with 
you.

Michael Oswald
Chair, Victoria Symphony Players Committee

THE VICTORIA SYMPHONY IS SO UNIFIED NOW, SO 
FOCUSED INTO ONE LIVING AND BREATHING MUSICAL 
ENTITY THAT IT ALMOST FEELS EASY TO PERFORM 
BRILLIANTLY.

Tania Miller
in the Times Colonist
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AT PALAIS MONTCALM, MUSIC LOVERS WERE VIRTUALLY SEDUCED BY THE 
HIGH LEVEL OF MUSIC FROM THE ORCHESTRA.

Info-culture

{orchestra}

VIOLINS
Terence Tam, Concertmaster
Christi Meyers,
Assistant Concertmaster
Victoria Lindsay,*
Principal 2nd Violin
Emily Salmon,
Acting Principal 2nd Violin
Cory Balzer**
Müge Büyükçelen-Badel
Courtney Cameron
Tyson Doknjas†
Michele Kwon*
Tina Park†

violins cont.
Christopher Taber
Julian Vitek
Megan Dalke
Misako Sotozaki
Shima Takeda
Daphne van der Sloot
Mariana Vitek
Kathryn Wiebe

VIOLAS
Kenji Fuse, Principal
Stacey Boal
Kay Cochran
Mieka Michaux 

violas cont.
Christine Prince
Jennifer MacLeod

CELLI
Brian Yoon, Principal
Martin Bonham
celli cont.
Joyce Ellwood
Perry Foster
Alasdair Money

BASSES
Mary Rannie, Principal
Darren Buhr 

basses cont.
Alex Olson

FLUTES
Richard Volet, Principal
Sally Harvey
Mary Byrne

PICCOLO
Sally Harvey

OBOES
Michael Byrne, Principal
Russell Bajer

Tania Miller
Music Director

Bernhard Gueller
Principal Guest Conductor 

Giuseppe Pietraroia
Conductor in Residence

Jared Miller
Composer in Residence

18



ENGLISH HORN
Russell Bajer

CLARINETS
Keith MacLeod, Principal
Jennifer Christensen

BASS CLARINET
Jennifer Christensen

BASSOONS
Jennifer Gunter, Principal*
Anne Marie Power,
Acting Principal
Nancy van Oort

HORNS
Alana Despins, Principal

horns cont.
Michael Oswald
Janet Parker
Dan Moses

TRUMPETS
Ryan Cole, Principal
David Michaux

TROMBONES
Brad Howland, Principal
Marcus Hissen

BASS TROMBONE
Robert Fraser

TUBA
Paul Beauchesne, Principal

TIMPANI
William Linwood, Principal

PERCUSSION
Corey Rae, Principal
Rob Pearce
Masako Hockey

HARP
Annabelle Stanley, Principal

PIANO
Tzenka Dianova, Principal

HARPSICHORD /CHAMBER ORGAN
Colin Tilney, Principal

ORCHESTRA MANAGER
Peter Burris

STAGE MANAGER
Eric Gallipo

LIBRARIAN
Russell Bajer
Ronald Comber, Associate

*on leave
** Alphabetical listing of 
players in a system of rotating 
seating within the section.
†one year appointment
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benefactors ($25,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Egon Baumann Foundation
Brian Butler
Arthur** & Jacqueline** Goldman
Marsha Hanen & Robert Weyant
Sandra Lackenbauer
John H. McEown Family Trust
Mr. John McIlveen**
M. Grace Mersereau**
Helen & John Parker
Maria M. Pelvay**
Roasters Foundation
Wayne Strandlund Family
The Gwyn Morgan & Patricia Trottier 
Foundation

Beverley Unger
Dr. Rene & Allison Weir
The Victoria Symphony Foundation

sapphire ($17,500+)
Hugh Davidson Fund
The Sunflower Fund
Alice May Salmon Foundation
Seaville Family Foundation

diamond ($10,000+)
Anonymous (2)

Dr. Fritz & Dora Boehm
G.F. “Pat” Dunn Family Fund
David Flaherty
Laura & Tony Gage
Jill & Neville Gibson
John & Marvie McEown
James McKenzie
Tania Miller & Dr. Tom Moonen
Helen Stuart & Bob Hoogendoorn** 
Mozart Fund

Clive & Ann Piercy

platinum ($5,000+)
Anonymous (2)
Thomas C Brayshaw**
Norene Carr
Edward & Mary Chwyl
Jim & Betty Hesser
Helen & Eugene Jacobson
Devi & Robert Jawl
Dawn & Verne Johnson
Dr. D. Elizabeth Kennedy
David Knight
Beatrice Kryton**
Marc & Patricia Lortie
Sheila Madill
Maureen Marshall in memory of 
Sherwood Marshall

Barb & Steve McKerrell
Margot Northey & Donald Nightingale
Sheila & Ray Protti
Robbie & Mary** Robinson*
Grace & Gordon Rogers
Terry Scandrett & Angela Bassage
Mary L. Sharp**

gold ($2,500+)
Anonymous (8)
Ian Alexander & Marilyn Dalzell
Annamaria & Dr. Perry Bamji
Reg & Susan Bird
Brennan-Spano Family Foundation
Trudi L. Brown Q.C.
Dr. Wendy A. Clay
April Dorey
Commodore & Mrs. Jan Drent
Glenna Duguid
Lou Williamson Scholarship Fund
David Fisher & Jane Mason
Donald N. Gain Fund
John & Gabrielle Goudy
Joanie & Kim Hesketh
Alan & Jean Hollingworth
Petra Janusas
Devi & Robert Jawl
Jim & Penelope Kingham
Marie L. Logan
Drs. Colin & Kathleen Mailer
Fred & Kathie Mallett
Tommy Mayne
Barbara Meek
Hugh Morgensen
Muttart Foundation
John Neal
Gwendolyn Page
Helen & John Parker
Raymond James Canada Foundation
Helen Ruckle
Cora E. Shaw
Natexa Verbrugge
Judith Maria Wasylenko**

{supporters}
Annual giving is a cornerstone of the Victoria Symphony’s fundraising efforts. This year’s amazing results truly show the 
commitment the Greater Victoria community has to the Victoria Symphony and our artistic and educational endeavours. The 
Victoria Symphony graciously acknowledges the following supporters gifts in the 2016 fiscal year.

the vs gratefully acknowledges the following generous 
donors who help underwrite these musicians:
75th Anniversary Season & Legacy Tour Sponsor:
wayne strandlund and fisgard capital
Violins: roasters foundation
In honour of the late Philip Potash and Barbara and Kim Potash
Terence Tam: julie and harry swain
Christi Meyers: marsha hanen
Kenji Fuse: sandra lackenbauer
Brian Yoon: julie swain
Keith MacLeod: david flaherty
Jennifer Gunter: robert weyant

Harry and Julie Swain, Chairs
HONORARY ARTISTIC PATRON: 

ANTON KUERTI, OC
HONORARY GRAND PATRON: 

ERIC CHARMAN, CM, OBC, LLD
HONORARY LIFE MEMBER: 

WAYNE STRANDLUND
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Valerie Raymond & Tom de Faye

pearl ($1,500+)
Anonymous (1)
Grant & Danielle Ackerman
Anna I. (Ann) Allen in memory of 
Michael

Ivy Anderson
Pat & Anne Anderson
Elizabeth Bigelow
Gordon & Barbara Bonn
Mrs. Stephanie Boswell
Dallas & Len Chapple
Mike & Zora Creery
Lynne & Julian Elliot
Rhonda Ganz
Beatrice Ann Geddes
Leslie & Murray** Glazier Victoria 
Symphony Young Musicians Fund
Rear Admiral & Mrs. R.W. 
Greenwood

Jan & Johanna GrootWassink
Floyd R. Hall Fund for the Arts
Joe & Linda Harvey
John & Wendy Heraghty
Fiona Hunter
Edie Jefferson
Elizabeth Knight
Diana Leung
Carole MacDonald
de Montigny Marchand & Marie-
Andrée Beauchemin

Michael Morres
Robert J. Peck & Lorraine E. Peck 
Fund

Laurie & Ned Pederson
Don & Marlene Recchi
Brad & Shelagh Rinald
Ann & Don Russell
Lee & Karl Soberlak Foundation
Julie & Harry Swain
Michael & Anne** Tyler
John S. Walton
Dr. Melvin** & Marilyn Weisbart

silver ($1,000+)
Anonymous (6)
David & Barbara Adams
Marlyn Armitage
James Avery & Donato Martino
Jean Bain
Robert H. Barrigar
Barbara & John Barton
Keith & Jean Bateman
Brent Beach & Brenda Eaton

Martin Bonham & Lloyd Howard
Harvey L. Brooks
Kay Buchanan
Barbara Hubbard & Geoff Buck
June Burley
Jane Butler McGregor
Michael & Mary Byrne
Sylvia A. Calder
Lady E. Chatfield
Victor Chong
Graham & Dorothy Cook
Patrick & Patricia Crofton
John & Elizabeth Cruickshank
Ethne Cullen & Hon. Roy Cullen
Elizabeth Denham & Bill Martin
Mary & David Elkins
In Honour of David Zussman
Murray & Lynda Farmer
Peter & Heather Fisher
Ann Gibson
Gilda & David Good
Carolyn Granewall in honour & 
memory of Nels Granewall

William & Dorothy Hamilton
J. Lawrence Headley
Martha Lou Henley
Mark Horne, Q.C. & Jane 
Henderson, Q.C.

Don & Alice Howes
Rebekah Hutchison & Stephen Ison
Dr. Leslie King
Marsha Hanen, in honour of David 
Knight

Kathryn Laurin & Read Jorgensen
George & Joan Kosich
Gordon Lackenbauer in honour of 
Sandra Lackenbauer

In memory of Louise Lemire-Elmore
Ron & May Lou-Poy
Dawn House & Jim Mattison

Dr. Celso E. Mendoza
Janice Mickleborough
Don & Beatrice Miller
Robert Milne
Jan & Ernest Molgat
Nancy Morison
Dr. Alan Marcus & Gail Nagley
Sara Neely
Mort Nelson & Marty Laurence
Jon & Gail O’Riordan
Jordan Paper & Li Chuang
Linda Pendray
Barbara & Philip** Potash
Kim Potash
Richard Rice & Berit Kvarnstrom
Ivor Roberts
Larry Ryan
Dorothy Schroeder
Drs. David & Marianne Scott
Rosemary Short
Christon D. Smith
Lee & Karl Soberlak Foundation
Joan South**
Gerhard & Ruth Suter
Lorraine & Jay Tanner
Anne Taylor
Beverley & Maldwyn Thomas
Alan Tompson in memory of Anne 
Tompson

Ross & Vicky Tuck
Michael Warren & Theresa 
McFarland

Maryla & Donovan Waters
Dr. Rene & Allison Weir
Dr. Lydia Wingate
Derek & Deborah Wolstenholme

* Victoria Foundation
** deceased



impressario ($500+)
Anonymous (15)
Alice Adams
Pamela Allen
Rick Arora & Renae Choo
Darren Ausmus & Scott Elias
Anne Beckett
Joan & Don Beise
Adrienne Betty
Katherine Black
Mrs. Joan Cavers
Cmdr. Peter Chance
Jeremy Clark
Velma & William Clark
Dr. Lawrence Colebrook
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Daly
Evan & Pauline Davis
T. Michael Dickson
Leland Donald
John & Renate Dorken
Milus Maria Douglas
Barbara C. Fields
Christi Meyers & John Fletcher
Anne Ford
Margot Forrest
Anne Forsyth
David & Gwen Gaddes
Mary & Paul Gelpke
Debbie Gill & Stephen Cushing
Mr. & Mrs. D. John
Jeremy & Hana Kinsman
Ken & Janet Leffek
Trevor Lewis
Blair & Peggy Little
Ruth Moffoot
Mary H. Mullens
Millicent Nickason
Margaret Parker
Orma Paton
Marilyn Pattison
Cariad Fach
Jack** & Christina Schotel
Lois & Bob Shatford

Charles & Janet Simpson
In memory of Gladys Smillie
Doneen Sprowl
Tobin Stokes
Maja Svensson
Lang & Sharon Tunnell
Dirk & Mary Van Wijk
Richard H. Wait
Derek Whittle & Lois Lacheur

virtuoso ($250 – $499)
Anonymous (21)
Ken & Sylvia Austin
Janet Baird
Ed & Agnes Balzer
Roy & Gunilla Barnett
Sylvia & Victor Bradley
Donald & Diane Brown
Mary Brunton
Barbara & Syd Bulman-Fleming
Sybil Butterfield
Lucinda Chodan
Ian & Ella Collinge
Dick & Doris Creech
Peter & Mary Darling
Patricia Davey
Laura Davison
Charles Erskine
Gwilym & Megan Evans
Don & Dawn Faris
Janet L. Flanagan
Patrick & Sue Fleck
Rev. Ralferd & Harriet Freytag
June Hobart & David Fricker
Marguerite Friesen
Dion & Faith Gildenhuys
Joan G. Giles
In Memory of Sandra Goodwin
Alan & Dianne Hanna
Harry & Sylvia Haywood-Monk
Claude G. Heywood
Karen Hipwell
Amanda & Douglas Hodgkinson
Gordon & Mary Lou Holland
David G. Hughes
Joyce Irvine
Andrew Karwowski & Sylvie Cote
Mary F. Kennedy
Paula, Naomi & Emam Khan
Margaret Kortes
Oliver & Helen Lantz
Don & Lee Macnamara
Loretta & Richard Mason
Marion McLaren

Frank & Joan Mitchell
Dr. & Mrs. J. Money
Richard & Janet Moses
Marjoirie W. Niblock
Brenda Nunns Shoemaker
Paula O’Driscoll
Robert & Mary Peacock
Wendy Rae
Michiko Sakamoto-Senge
Lioba Samer
Henry & Joan Shimizu
Gerald B. Stanford
John & Suzanne Stewart
Diane & Tony Taylor
Pat & Jim Taylor
Alastair & Carolyn Wade
Dr. Hilda Walker
Terry J Waller
Joyce Watson
Tina Webber
R. Alan Wey
M. Eileen Wilson
Jean Wright

principal ($100 – $249)
Anonymous (71)
Marion Adams
Frances Aknai
Gordon & Rosalyn Alexander
Mary Andrews
Muriel Andrews
Peter & Janet Bailey
Janice Ball
Tom & Jan Ball
S. Barrett
Susan Bartol-Drinker
John P. Bates
Alice Berry
D. & P. Bissell
Mr. Montgomery Bjornson
P.M. Bond
Darralyn Bonnor
Margaret & Pat Bonser
Elizabeth Bourke
Eileen Bowe
Mrs. Catherine Bridger
David B. Buchanan
Barbara & Syd Bulman-Fleming
Andree-Marie Burton 
Elaine Calder in honour of Tania Miller
Bob Campbell
Mary M. Campbell
Sheila Campbell
Henry & Miriam Caplan
Cecilia Carawan
Fred & Helen Carr
Bridget Cassidy
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Christina Chiu
Renee Cochard & Tony de Jong
Arthur Collins
Barbara & Les Copley
Peter & Jennifer Coy
Lavinia Crane
Susan Crow
Susan Kennedy
Dr. John & Jane Currie
Tony Dason
Enid Davidge
Lloyd Davis
Michael & Mary Davis
Sherill Davis
Diane W. Day
Dr. & Mrs. William de Haas
Barb Denike
Freda & Gary Dewar
Karl & Margaret Doetsch
Gerald & Sylvia Donaldson
Iris & John Down
Peter & Bette Lynn Duncan
Rhoda H. Duncan
John Dutton
Dodie Eastaugh
James & Vivian English
Claire A. Evans
Gwyneth Evans & Gary Bauslaugh
I. Anne Fedora
Richard Feilden
Patrick & Grethe Floyd
Helen Gans
James A. Gerry
Hannah Gibson
Roland & Patricia Gilbert
Geoff & Linda Giles
Elizabeth Gonnason
Frank & Linda Gower
William & Mary Graham
Phyllis Greenaway
Dana Griffith
Wendy & Don Grovestine
George & Pearl Gunn
Bruce & Bronwyn Hackett
Mrs.Winifred Hall
Gerry Hallier
Marcus Handman & Gwendolyn Maroon
Alice Ducharme & BGen Jim Hanson
Mary & Don Harris
Lee Henschke
Sharron Higgins
Shirley Hollingsworth
Gloria & John Hopewell
Jennifer Hopkins
Myer & Barbara Horowitz
Doreen Hughes
Helen & Ted Hughes
Walt & Lynda Hundleby
Margaret Hunter

William Hunter
Deanna Hutchings
Curt E. & Elisabeth Jensen
Elizabeth Jillings
Thomas & Judith Johnston
Lydia & Don Kasianchuk
Anne Kennedy
In memory of Hugh Davidson
Margaret Knapik
Walter & Barbara Koop
Barbara & Kurt Lane
P.D. Lawson
Gary Lee
Larry & Gillian Licht
Al & Lenora Limacher
Bernadine Lister
Mary Logan
B. Longworth
Doreen MacAdam
Robert & Diana MacDonald
In memory of Nancy Oliphant
Louise J. Manarey
Irene Manderville
Jessie Mantle
Lynne & Doug McBeath
John & Fran McCarney
Audrey McClellan
Margaret McColl
R Bruce & Jean McCormick
Frank McGilly
In memory of Robert McLaren
Elizabeth Metcalfe
Mr. & Mrs. F. Minty
Hazel & Ramsay Murray
Shelagh Murray
Victor & Audrey Neufeldt
Fred & Dauna Neveaux
Eric & Carmelle Nielsen
Cheryl Osborn
Edward Parker
Eileen & Reg Parker
Stanley & Audrey Parker
Joyce Pearlstone
Sven & Aase Pederson
Ken & Pat Perry
Patricia Pigott in memory of Hugh Davidson
Lois Powell
Norman K. Preston
David Price
In Memory of Emily Jacqueline Purkis
Frances Quetton
Murray Rankin
Gwen Rimmer
Ivor Roberts
Barbara Robertson
Frances Rosenberg
Janet Ruddell
Thad & Cyndy Salmon
Ann & Mikkel Schau

Mr. George Schober
Doris Schuh
P.D. McNab & E. Scraba
Canon & Mrs. Sinclair
Hugh Skillings
Barbara & Robert Smith
C. Stephen & Mary Frances Smith
Gil & Margaret Smith
Margaret Smith
A. Smithson
Gwyn Solomon
R.J. Sparke
Kelli Speirs in memory of Hugh Davidson
Sandra Stephens
In honour of Mitchell Krieger
Donald F. Stott
Edith Stuart
Merrill Swain
Pauline Mackenzie
Ron & Ellen Tate
Corrine Taylor
Vi & Ron Taylor
Kathy Teghtsoonian
Annie & Jan Termul
H & M Thiel
Arthur Timms
Jeanette & Stephen Titus
Peter & Phoebe Toft
Paul & Lynda Tuckwell
Brian Turner
Rolf & Brigitte Ullrich
Tore & Alice Valdal
Mary Van Alstine
Ms. Van Schalkwyk
Thane & Helen Waldie
Lois Wallace
Joyce Wheeler
Tony & Frances White
Brenda Whittingham
Elizabeth Wickes
Lynn Williams
Carol Wimbush
Alanna & Doug Wrean
Art Wright & Sylvia Bews-Wright
Margaret Wright
Alexandra Zacharias
Maureen Zahir

** deceased

If you would like to make a donation 
or for more information, please call 
250.412.1982 or email 
donorservices@victoriasymphony.ca
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credits:
photography: 
Victor Chong, Hugo Wong
editing and design: 
Sarah Head
graphics (pg. 4): 
freepik.com
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75TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON 
SPONSOR W A Y N E  S T R A N D L U N D  A N D

L I M O U S I N E SL I M O U S I N E S

s p o n s o r s h i p  a n d  s u p p o r t

The Victoria Symphony gratefully acknowledges assistance from:

Host Hotel

PL AT I N U M SPONSOR S

G OL D SPONSOR S

SI LV E R SPONSOR S BRONZ E SPONSOR S

I N K I N D

M E DI A SPONSOR S

Messiah and Legacy Series Sponsor

FOR SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES PLEASE 
CONTACT K AREN BATCHELOR, 250.412.1976

Official ChocolatierOfficial Transportation  
Provider

Classics Series Sponsor
vsSoundcheck  

Sponsor

Venue Partner

Pops Series Sponsor

THE FOUNDATION FOR ARTS SUSTAINABILITY IN VICTORIA

G OV E R N M E N T F U N DE R S
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620 View St., Suite 610
Victoria, BC
V8W 1J6
www.victoriasymphony.ca
250.385.6515


